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Feature Article 

 

A Tangled Web:  Renewed Conflict between Sudan and South Sudan  

 

On 14 March the Governments of Sudan and South Sudan achieved a breakthrough in the 

negotiations on future economic, security and social relationships between the two 

countries that had been ongoing since July 2010, reaching agreements on nationality and 

the demarcation of their common border. The nationality agreement would give nationals 

of each government the freedom of residence, movement, work and the ability to acquire 

and sell property. The demarcation agreement provided for the establishment of joint 

mechanisms to manage the demarcation process including a Joint Border Commission, a 

Joint Demarcation Committee and a Joint Technical Team – all of which were to be 

established within weeks of the signing of the agreement.
1
  

 

The two agreements were to be signed by the two Presidents at a summit meeting initially 
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scheduled for early April and were seen as a tangible step toward easing growing tension 

between the two countries over the issues of oil and transit fees, which reached a peak 

after South Sudan announced that it would stop exporting oil through Sudan on 23 

January 2012. However this optimism was not borne out as troops from both countries 

remained mobilized along the borders with small skirmishes taking place on a regular 

basis.   

 

Clashes broke out between the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and the Sudan 

Armed Forces (SAF) around the Heglig oil fields, and the summit meeting and political 

negotiations on other Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) related issues were 

canceled. On 26 March, South Sudan accused Sudan of launching major airstrikes on 

villages around oil fields in Unity State. The Greater Nile Petroleum Operating Company 

which manages the oil facilities confirmed that it had been bombed.
2
 On 10 April, the 

SPLA announced that it had seized the Heglig region from the SAF amidst heavy 

fighting.  This led to Sudan’s withdrawal from the ongoing negotiations and a declaration 

from the Parliament of a general mobilization of the country.  

 

The international community reacted strongly to the taking of Heglig as it marked the 

first time since South Sudan’s independence that either country had captured the other’s 

territory.  The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) issued a strongly worded 

statement calling on South Sudan to withdraw from Heglig and both parties to withdraw 

to 10 kilometers from the 1956 borders. This statement demonstrated the seriousness with 

which the Council viewed the situation and was a departure from the relative silence of 

the Council regarding events in South Kordofan and Blue Nile.  On 17 April, the Council 

discussed different options they had for leverage among the two parties and considered 

issuing sanctions against both states.  Nonetheless, fighting continued along the border 

with the SAF conducting aerial bombardments of Southern held positions.
3
   

 

On 18 April President Bashir announced that he planned to liberate South Sudan from the 

ruling Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM).  Two days later, Sudan took 

control of Heglig amidst rhetoric from both sides with Sudan claiming that it was 

liberated and South Sudan claiming that its army withdrew from the area due to a 

directive from President Kiir. 

On 21 April, Sudan’s Vice President Ali Osman Taha accused South Sudan of waging an 

economic war on Sudan.  He said the South Sudan was attempting to push the Sudanese 

people into a revolution against the government.
4
    

Presidential Adviser, Mustafa Osman Ismail, made in speech in Heglig on 24 April in 

which he framed the growing tensions between Sudan and South Sudan within Sudan’s 

domestic security problems.  In addition to concerns over nationality, border 

demarcation, and the loss of oil revenue, the government also faces continued conflicts in 
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Darfur, South Kordofan and Blue Nile.  According to Ismail, the Sudanese government 

would be willing to return to negotiations once security concerns such as Juba’s 

perceived support to northern rebel groups and the SPLM-N in Blue Nile and South 

Kordofan are addressed.  He also said that Sudan will not allow food assistance into 

South Sudan and will never allow South Sudan to export oil through the North’s pipelines 

because the revenues and food would be used to support the SPLA and rebel groups.
5
  

Despite Juba’s desire to avoid entanglement in the wars in Blue Nile and South 

Kordofan, Khartoum views the SPLM-N as a proxy for the SPLM and ending perceived 

Southern support for the SPLM-N would solve one serious problem for the regime.  

Following Bashir’s statement on 18 April, the African Union called for a high level 

ministerial meeting of the Peace and Security Council (AU PSC) to discuss the crisis, 

demonstrating the AU’s concern that renewed conflict between the two countries could 

have a negative impact across the region. The situation continued to deteriorate in spite of 

the international mobilization to end the conflict. On 23 April, South Sudan announced 

that Sudan had bombed Bentiu in Unity state, killing two people and injuring six. Initially 

Sudanese officials seemed to deny the bombing with Sudan’s Ambassador to the UN 

stating that “we will not cross the international border and attach the south”
 6

 

 

On 24 April the AU PSC issued a Communiqué, calling on Sudan and South Sudan to 

cease all hostilities within 48 hours, withdraw their forces from the other’s territory, 

cease support for rebel groups, and redeploy their security forces out of Abyei within two 

weeks. The Communique called on the parties to establish the Joint Border Verification 

Monitoring Mission and Secure Demilitarized Border Zone, and immediately cease 

hostile propaganda and inflammatory statements in the media.
7
  Each side was given 48-

hours to respond positively or else the AU PSC would look at other appropriate 

measures.
8
 If the states are not able to solve their disputes within three months, the Mbeki 

panel would be disbanded and outstanding issues would be settled by an arbitration 

process.
9
  In the Communiqué, the AU sought the support and endorsement of the UNSC 

for the steps outlined within the Roadmap under Chapter VII of the UN.
10

   

 

In response to the Communiqué and continued international condemnation of the on-

going violence, South Sudan announced that it would withdraw troops from Abyei and 

was ready to begin negotiations.  Sudan has expressed reservations about involvement of 

the UNSC resolving the conflict, preferring the AU be in charge of the process. 
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On Wednesday, 2 May the UNSC adopted Resolution 2046 on Sudan and South Sudan 

giving each party 48 hours to end hostilities and 2 weeks to resume negotiations.
11

  If the 

parties do not respond to the deadlines issued in the resolution, the UNSC reserves the 

right to issues sanctions under Article 41 of the UN Charter.   

  

In the immediate days after the passage of Resolution 2046, Sudan and South Sudan both 

accused each other of violating orders to cease hostilities.  South Sudan claims that Sudan 

continued aerial bombings in Unity State.   Khartoum alleges that members of the Sudan 

People’s Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N), that have been fighting in Blue Nile 

and South Kordofan since June, are members of the SPLM.
12

   Several days prior to the 

passage of the UN resolution, on 29 April President Bashir declared a state of emergency 

in South Kordofan, Sennar and White Nile.  Analysts believe that this will improve the 

ability of the SAF to fight against food smuggling into South Sudan and give the SAF a 

free hand when pursuing the SPLM-N.
13

   

Political Developments   

 

Insecurity in Darfur 

Despite the signing of the Doha Peace Agreement, in November 2011, insecurity 

continues in Darfur.  On 19 April leaders of the Sudan Liberation Army-Mini Minawi 

claimed to take control of El Dembaloya, Sesaban, Geraidiya and Joaquim in Darfur a 

day after they seized Um Dafok near the border with Chad.  According to the SLA-MM’s 

spokesperson the military operations would continue “on all fronts in Darfur, Kordofan 

and Blue Nile until the regime collapses.”
14

  These events occurred as tensions escalated 

between Sudan and South Sudan in Heglig.   

 In another incident, on 20 April, three United Nations peacekeepers were wounded and 

one died following an attack by unidentified gunmen after patrolling an internally 

displaced persons (IDP) camp in Sisi, West Darfur. The Joint Special Representative of 

the African Union/United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID) Ibrahim 

Gambari expressed his belief that armed movements were hoping to take advantage of 

the situation to destabilize Darfur.
15

   

UN Security Council Intensifies Engagement with Sudan and South Sudan 

On 23 April the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon issued a statement calling on the 

Sudanese government “to cease all hostilities immediately,” reiterating that “there can be 

no military solution to the disputes between Sudan and South Sudan.”  He went on to call 
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on Presidents Bashir and Kiir to “stop the slide towards further confrontation” and return 

to the negotiating table.
16

  This statement followed a series of statements that the UN 

Security Council (UNSC) released throughout February and March on the worsening 

tensions between Sudan and South.   The statements released by the UNSC provide 

evidence of the Council’s growing frustration with the parties and increasing concerns 

about the humanitarian situation along the border and a potential resumption of conflict.    

 

The statements also reiterated the Council’s concern for the situation in South Kordofan 

and Blue Nile.  On 14 February, the UNSC released a press statement expressing the 

Council’s concern about the food insecurity and rising levels of malnutrition in Blue Nile 

and South Kordofan.  The Council called on the SPLM-N and the Government of Sudan 

to allow immediate access for humanitarian personnel to conduct a needs assessment and 

deliver assistance.  

 

Several weeks later, on 6 March the UN Security Council released a strong Presidential 

statement on Sudan and South Sudan following briefings from both Presidential Mbeki 

and SRSG Menkerios in late February. In a departure from its usual tone, the Council 

made several demands of the two governments including that they cease military 

operations in the border areas, refrain from undermining the stability of each other, and 

ensure humanitarian access to the civilian population in Blue Nile and South Kordofan.  

 

On 27 March, in response to reports of aerial bombing by Sudan of Unity state, the 

Council reiterated the sentiments expressed in the 6 March Presidential statement. 

 

A month later, on 12 April in a Presidential Statement the UNSC demanded that both 

sides redeploy to 10km from the 1956 border, establish a demilitarized border zone, 

activate the Joint Border Verification and Monitoring Mechanism, reiterated its readiness 

to support the parties with UNISFA and called on both states to respect the MOU on 

Non-Aggression and Cooperation signed on 10 February 2012.  They also called on the 

parties to address outstanding CPA issues that fuel the mistrust between the two states.
17

   

 

On 17 and 24 April, the Council reiterated sentiments from previous statements and 

stressed the importance of finding a political solution.   

 

Pagan Amum Cleared of Corruption and Media Professionals Fined 

 

On March 21, Pagan Amum, the Secretary General of the ruling SPLM in South Sudan 

and Minister in the government, was cleared of corruption charges. The charges were 

related to a claim by former Minister of Finance Arthur Akuien Chol that he was ordered, 

by high-level government officials, to transfer $30 million in public money to Mr. Amum 

in 2006.   

 

                                                        
16

UN News Centre, “UN Condemns Aerial Bombing in South Sudan’s Unity State,” 23 April 2012. 
17

 United States Mission to the United Nations, “UN Security Council Presidential Statement on Sudan and 

South Sudan,” 12 April 2012. 



 6 

In the judge’s ruling, he stated there was not sufficient evidence that the money had been 

transferred into Amum’s private account.  However, he indicated that it was clear that the 

money had been transferred into an SPLM account and that the money had not been 

properly accounted for. The judge ruled that Chol should pay Amum 100,000 South 

Sudanese Pounds for defamation. He also fined the Citizen and Almasir newspapers 

100,000 SSP each for carrying news of Chol’s allegations and required the two papers to 

publish apologies for their relevant articles.  If they did not publish apologies, they would 

be subject to increased fines.  Representatives from the two newspapers assert that they 

only covered a news story, pointing out the difficulties of covering sensitive issues in 

South Sudan without a media law that creates a clear regulatory environment. 
18

 

 

Citizenship Issues Between Sudan and South Sudan
19

 

 

In early March, Sudan and South Sudan reached agreements on both citizenship and 

border demarcation.  The agreements between the two states were scheduled to be signed 

during President Bashir’s visit to Juba in early April.  However clashes on the tense 

north-south border led Khartoum to cancel the Presidential Summit. Khartoum has since 

indicated that security agreements need to be met before the agreements can be signed.   

On 8 April the Sudanese Parliament announced that strict actions would be taken to limit 

the foreign presence in Sudan after 9 April 2012.  This date marks the end of the 

specified period given to South Sudanese to regularize their status in Sudan. The 

following day, South Sudanese nationals were prevented from boarding planes in 

Khartoum unless they had travel documents issued from the South Sudan government.  

Flights to Juba were also moved from the domestic to international departures terminal.
20

  

Southerners have been asked to register with immigration authorities in order to be issued 

with temporary identification.  South Sudan Minister of the Interior Alison Maagaya 

asked Southerners “to exercise calm and sense of responsibility once asked by the 

Sudanese authorities to identify [themselves]. They should comply and behave the same 

way they do at Kenya and Uganda airport at arrival or when they are leaving.” 

 

On 10 April, Juba reciprocated, issuing a press release requiring Sudanese nationals to 

present visas when traveling to South Sudan.  Calling on South Sudanese nationals to 

comply with travel and migration requirements, President Bashir stated that, “There was 

no agreement between the two countries on the status of the citizens for Sudan to declare 

South Sudanese as foreigners. This was their decision.” 

On 29 April, the governor of White Nile state issued an order giving South Sudanese 

until May 5 to leave Kosti, an important transit point into South Sudan.  In statements, 

Governor Youssef al-Shambali said that the presence of Southerners created a security 

threat for Sudan.  The order was overturned by the Minister of Social Affairs, giving 
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South Sudanese until 20 May.
21

   

Protests and a New Government in South Kordofan 

On 9 February a youth group from Muglad in South Kordofan calling itself the Muglad 

Youth Group sent an open letter to President Bashir copying the Governors of South 

Kordofan and Abyei, the local Commander of NISS, the Police Commissioner, and 

community leaders, demanding development projects in health, education, and 

infrastructure. The letter noted the local community’s previous support for the war 

against the South and the lack of any reciprocity from the government in terms of 

development. The letter highlighted the fact that the community is in an oil producing 

area and suffers insecurity due to its location while gaining nothing.  

On 22 February a group of youth from Baba Nosa town in South Kordofan held a strike 

in front of the local council of Baba Nosa in which they demanded that the government 

develop their area. The group also sent a letter to the Governor of South Kordfan 

Governor detailing their demands.  

On 8 March the Governor of South Kordofan, Ahmed Haroun, announced the new state 

government containing 9 ministers, 24 local governors, and 6 presidential advisors. 

Haroun indicated that some political parties including the Umma, Baath and Popular 

Congress party refused to join the government.  

Monitoring Report 

Updates on Violations in South Kordofan and Blue Nile 

 On 28 February around 4500 civilians in South Kordofan fled the Trugi area to 

Alkharsana area as a result of the clashes between SAF and SPLM-N. Twenty two 

children died on the long journey due to poor nutrition and lack of humanitarian 

assistance. 

 On 9 March most of the local community in the Mafloa area of South Kordofan 

fled clashes between the SAF& SPLM-N. After the community fled, the Mafloa 

area became a military base for the NISS and Popular Defense Forces. Around the 

same time more than 400 civilians moved from Mand and Angarto area to Talodi, 

but new clashes between the SPLM-N and SAF around Talodi caused 

approximately 500 families to flee to Abu Jebiha town. 

 On 14 March approximately 1200 civilians fled clashes in Abu Alhassan, Dalmi, 

and Toumie areas and moved to Abukarshol locality, Alobid, and Alrahad towns. 

 On 20 March the SPLM-N attacked Alsabi town killing 6 members of SAF and 

injuring 7. The SPLM-N seized a number of military vehicles and a civilian’s 

truck. The next day the SAF retaliated with aerial bombardment of 3 targeted 
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areas of - Fanda, Katla and Almndal. 

 On 26 March the SPLM-N Forces attacked a group of cattle keepers in the Kihilat 

area of South Kordofan. Three civilians were injured, 3 children died and 

approximately 500 cattle were looted. The names of the children killed are below. 

o Hassan Salim Aljundi- 13 years  

o Ahmed Mohamed Hamid -15 years  

o Elyas Salim Abuklam -12 years 

 

 In late March the Government of Sudan armed 300 members of the Misserya tribe 

and attempted to deploy them around the perimeter of Abyei and Heglig in order 

to join in the SAF clashes with the SPLM. 

However one of the Misserya leaders announced that the tribe would not 

participate in the war between South Sudan and Sudan because the government 

did not pay the salaries of the Popular Defense Forces after the last war during 

which many Misserya joined to protect and defend their areas. 

 On 23 March the Chairman of Sudan National assembly Mr. Ahmed Ibrahim 

Eltahir visited Blue Nile. While in Gisan area, Eltahir announced that the situation 

looks secure but there remains a need to keep the State of Emergency in place in 

order to properly address rebel activity. 

 A large number of civilians fled to Sennar and White Nile states due to the poor 

economic situation in Blue Nile. All of the roads between Blue Nile and Ethiopia 

and South Sudan that were used for commercial purposes have been closed by the 

SAF. The war between the SAF and SPLM-N is also preventing cultivation so the 

population of Blue Nile state continues to suffer. 

 More than 30 members of the SPLM-N remain in Senga prison following arrests 

in September and October of 2011 when the war started between the SPLM-N 

and the Government. Some witnesses confirmed that Abdulmonim Rahman 

remains in prison in Damazein. 

Freedom of Expression and Association 

 

 On 6 February Mading Ngor, a journalist, was kicked out of the South Sudan 

National Legislative Assembly while attempting to report on the work of the 

Assembly. 

 On 10 February the NISS prevented opposition leaders from going to Aldamer 

city to stand in solidarity with the Almanasir community. The Almanasir is a 

community in River Nile state that was displaced from their land by the 

government’s dam building project in their area. Among those prevented from 

traveling was Jalaa Ismail Alazhari from the Democratic Unionist Party. 
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 On 20 February, the NISS in Sudan confiscated Al Tayar and Al Youm Al Tali 

newspapers from printing without justification. 

 On 20 February the NISS confiscated Almidan newspaper from the printing 

house. 

 On 22 February, the Director of the NISS issued a decree suspending Al tayar 

newspaper from printing. 

 On 24 February the NISS prevented a public talk organized by the Media and 

Information committee of the National Consensus Forces (opposition parties) in 

Khartoum at the Sudanese Study Centre. 

 On 11 March, two journalists were attacked by NISS agents in Khartoum 

following their coverage of the doctors' protest against privatization of the Eye 

Hospital in Khartoum. The agents confiscated their notes and harassed them 

publicly according to Lubna Abdalla, one of the two journalists. 

 On 11, 15 and 18 March the NISS prevented the distribution of Almidan 

newspaper. On 13 March Almidan newspaper held a press conference during 

which, the editorial board of the newspaper announced that the NISS had 

prevented the paper from distributing 11 issues without any justification in the 

past year, causing the paper extreme financial hardship. At the press conference 

the editorial board informed the public that journalists had begun receiving SMS 

messages from the NISS warning them not to publish news on certain issues or 

face risk. The editor of the paper was interrogated by NISS on 17 March. The 

newspaper was asked not to cover issues related to the death of Awadia Ajbana in 

Khartoum or the wars in Blue Nile and South Kordofan and to stop specific 

journalists from writing for the paper. The editor refused to cooperate and on 18 

March, the NISS confiscated the paper again. 

Journalists from Al Midan reported to ACJPS monitors that they received SMS 

messages from NISS warning them not to publish news on two different topics, 

the killing of Awadia Ajabna by the Public Order Police and the visit of SPLM 

Secretary General Pagan Amum’s visit to Khartoum. 

 Between 26 and 29 March the NISS stopped Al jarida newspaper from publishing 

in order to prevent the public from viewing articles written by one of the paper’s 

journalists, Dr. Zuhair Alsraj. The editors of Aljarida told the NISS that they 

should take Dr. Alsraj to court if he has committed any crimes rather than prevent 

the distribution of the paper. NISS responded that since Dr. Alsraj is out of the 

country, it is not possible to take him to court. 

 In March the NISS banned a book written by the journalist Fathi Aldaw, entitled 

“Al Khandagh - The Secrets of Oppression and Corruption in Sudan” from 

entering the country. Azaa Bookshop in Khartoum stated that it has not been able 

to obtain permission from the authority to bring the book inside the country. The 
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book is now available in Egypt and other countries but copies of the book have 

been confiscated in the airport. 

 

 On 8 March the NISS summoned Hussain Khojali, the editor of Alwan newspaper 

and informed him that the NISS is dissatisfied with the newspaper and a number 

of its journalists. 

 On 20 March the NISS visited Alwan newspaper premises and ordered the editor 

to prevent two journalists, Mujahid Abd Allah and Essam Jafar, from writing for 

the newspaper. 

y teneP htaeD 

 

 20 March the Terrorism Court Number 1 in Khartoum headed by judge Mutasim 

Taj Alsir sentenced the following 6 members of the Justice and Equality 

Movement to death.  

o Ibrahim Almaz Deng -Deng is originally from South Sudan and is the 

Secretary of the Southern region of JEM. He was arrested in West Darfur 

on 12 January 2011. 

o Mahjoub Ahmed Mohamed Ali - Ali is the Secretary of Administration 

and Management of JEM. He was arrested in on 11 January 2011. 

o Yahia Musa Abakar - Abakar was arrested in West Darfur 13 January 

2011  

o Ibrahim Abdrhamn Safi Elnour – Elnour was arrested in South Darfur in 

12 January 2011. 

o Mohamed Khamis Dauod - Dauod was arrested in Nyala, South Darfur on 

12 January 2011. 

o Alsir Jebeel Teah Abdlgadir -Abdlgadir is from South Kordfan and is the 

Legal Adviser to JEM. He was arrested on 13 January 2011. 

 

Another defendant Abdalla Abdalla Hassan Ismail who was arrested on 13 

January in Nyala, South Darfur was sentenced to 10 years in prison. Ismail was 

spared the death sentence because of his age, 70. Ismail also testified that he is not 

a member of JEM. The other six defendants confirmed this testimony. 

All of the defendants were transferred from their respective areas to the NISS jail 

in Khartoum on 15 January. They have been tortured every day, receiving 100 

lashes on their backs. After six months, the NISS filed case no 447 against them 

under Articles 21,24,50,51,60,61 and 175 of the 1991 Criminal Act, Articles 5 

and 6 of the 2010 Terrorism Law and Article 22-44 of the Ammunition and 

Explosives Law. 

atseetttDeatt AeA 

 

 On 2 February the NISS in Port Sudan arrested a number of activists and some of 

the family members of the victims of the Port Sudan massacre of 2005. Those 
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arrested were taking part in a peaceful protest at the Office of the Attorney calling 

for investigation and accountability for the massacre. 

The four females arrested were taken to police custody. The eight men arrested 

were taken to the NISS offices, where they were beaten with water pipes. 

The men were then taken to join the four females in police custody. A case was 

opened against them - Case File # 406-2012, charging them under Articles 77, 69, 

and 50 of the 1991 Criminal Act. 

The group was prevented from seeing lawyers while they were in custody and 

were released on bail on 3 February. The persons arrested are listed below. 

o Halima Hussien - lawyer, human rights defender 

o Nagla Mohamed Ali –lawyer, human right defender  

o Amna Mukhtar – activist, blogger  

o Eiman Mohamed Ali 

o Alhassn Abdalla Kuna   

o Khalifa Bega    

o Hashim Tahir   

o Mohamed Abdurahim     

o Karar Askar  

o Ibrahim Beliah  

o Ahmed Mohamed Khairi  

o Alkhatim Taj Alsir 

 

 On 7 February approximately 500 students of Alahlia University in Omdurman, 

Sudan attended a debate at the university campus organized by the African 

National Front, a student association affiliated to the SPLM-N. While the students 

were listening to the debate, another group of 300 NCP affiliated students and 

NISS agents gathered near the debate hall and started chanting “Allah Akbar” and 

declaring Jihad against the ANF students. They launched a raid on the ANF 

students’ forum with sticks and axes. The university students attending the debate 

joined with the ANF students and repelled the attack. Shortly after the NCP 

affiliated students were repelled, a large number of NISS agents entered the 

campus and more than 15 police cars gathered outside the University to intimidate 

students. The NISS agents and the NCP affiliated students began randomly 

beating students, causing numerous injuries. 

One of the victims, Abdulmuoty, a 21year old first year from Darfur was severely 

injured with a deep gash in his forehead. He received a cut from an axe on his 

right hand, which caused a deep wound. Abdulmouty received medical treatment 

from Omdurman hospital. 

 

The NISS and NCP affiliated students chased the other students from the campus 

and then burned down the South Sudan Student Association shelter and the 

Sudanese Orthodox Student Association shelter. 



 12 

 

The following day there was a heavy presence of NCP affiliated students from 

different universities in Khartoum and NISS cars at the campus.  Their presence 

prevented many university students from entering to avoid being beaten. 

 

On the same day a press release was issued by the NCP affiliated students at 

Alahlia University and published in Aljarida newspaper which stated that the 

SPLM-N are traitors against Sudan and agents of foreign nations implementing an 

agenda to destroy Sudan. The release went on to say that therefore they as NCP 

students will not allow any student association to conduct any activities 

supporting the SPLM-N at whatever cost. 

 

This direct threat from the NCP students who were acting in league with NISS 

against a group of students who were merely expressing their ideas and opinions 

peacefully alongside other students at the university represents a severe violation 

of the freedom of expression and association at the university. 

 

 On 9 February the NISS of Dalang, South Kordfan arrested 19 secondary school 

students who were on their way from Dalang to their villages. One of the students 

was released and she informed ACJPS that the rest of the students are still being 

detained by NISS and that they have been tortured. 

 On 13 February the NISS arrested Sabir Alahimr Azrag Abdalla, a member of the 

SPLM in Omdurman. His whereabouts remain unknown and his family has 

received no information about where he is being held. 

 On 17 February the NISS in Port Sudan detained three Red Sea University 

students. The students were beaten with water pipes at the NISS office. The 

security took their photos and threatened them that if they conduct any political 

activities inside or outside of the University, they will be arrested and detained for 

a long period of time. The students arrested are listed below. 

 

o Maki Osman 

o Omar Yassin 

o Musab Kamal 

 

 On 17 February over 300 students from the University of Khartoum were detained 

after police and security forces raided the University of Khartoum student 

residence. They were given a few minutes to collect their personal belongings 

before being rounded up and forced into police trucks. All of the students in the 

boarding house were arrested including students with disabilities. They were 

threatened with guns and told that they would be shot if they attempted to escape 

or make any movement without permission. 

The arrested students were sent to 11 different police stations in Khartoum and 

were released later in the day. In a press conference the arrested students spoke of 
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the degrading treatment, verbal abuse and racist remarks they suffered from police 

officers. The majority of these students are from Darfur, South Kordofan and 

Southern Sudan. The National Students' Fund, a body that is tasked by the 

government with managing the students' dormitories in Sudan, is believed to be 

behind the move to arrest these students. The university administration and the 

Fund issued conflicting public statements about the arrests. The administration 

claimed that there were plans for a demonstration at the dormitory. The Fund 

claimed there are some people who are not students living in the dormitory and 

they had to weed them out. In contradiction the police said that the students were 

causing a nuisance, and eventually some of them were charged under Article 77 

of the 1991 Criminal Act. This issue has not been resolved. Many of these 

students have now become homeless, as the majority of them could not afford to 

go back to their regions. The students listed below suffered injuries. 

 

o Mohamed Harun   

o Hussen Adam  

o Hussen Ismael 

o Ibrahim Hessen 

 

Two students remain missing. Eyewitnesses reported that Muammar Musa 

Mohamed was taken away by NISS officers during the raid. Another student, 

Amin Kamal Karrar was also reported missing and could also be in NISS 

detention. 

 On 20 February the NISS of Alabasia Tgali, South Kordfan arrested Dr. Ishraga 

Abdulrahim and beat and abused her. Dr. Abdulrahim was arrested for refusing to 

send a member of SAF to Khartoum for more medication on 19 February. This is 

a common way for members of SAF to escape the conflict. 

 On 20 February five students of Nyala University in South Darfur were arrested 

by NISS after they raised some issues with the administration about the lack of a 

clear academic calendar indicating when classes will begin and end. The students 

arrested are listed below. 

o Ahmed Almana  

o Abdukafi Mohamed 

o Abdrhaman Shougar 

o Walid Mohamed 

o Mahmoud Salih 

 

 On 23 February the students of Nyala University begin a strike demanding the 

release of their colleagues. The Governor of South Darfur and the police 

commissioner brought the 5 students from the NISS offices to a meeting with the 

striking students and promised the students to listen to their demands. 

 On 24 February the police and security forces invaded Mohamed Yousif Alajab 

Students’ dormitory after the students of Gezira University in Alhasahisa 
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conducted a 3-day protest against the lack of water in the campus. The police used 

excessive force and tear gas to disperse the students. Twenty students were 

injured and 100 were arrested. Some of the students that were injured are listed 

below.  

o Majdey Mohamed  

o Ahmed Yousif Elttayeb   

o Mohammed Shams Eldeen 

o Mohammed Elhadi 

o Alhend Ahmed Hamad 

o Elttayeb Yousif 

o Mohand Hamad Fadl Almola 

o Ahmed Abd Aljaleil 

o Ali Alhadi 

o Mohammed Ahmed Omer 

o Alameen Abd Alateef 

o Motuakel Osman Adam 

o Amir Osman 

o Ali Mohame Ibrahim 

o Mohamed Alameen 

 

Below are the names of some of the students that were arrested.  

 

o Abu Obidah Awad 

o Mohamed Ezzaldeen 

o Essam hamadnallah 

o Mohamed Enaeim 

o Abas Alameen  

o Ahmed Khareef Ibrahim  

o Abukhater Mohamed 

o Ibrahim Muatasim 

o Mughera Abd Allah 

o Ekreima Mohamed Alameen  

o Abubakr Dafaallah 

o Azmi Albalal 

o Osman Alfaki 

o Abdallah Elttayeb 

o Elttayeb Kamal 

o Mohamed Abd Algadir 

o Hasab Alrasoul 

o Amro Zaki 

o Dafaa Alah 

o Atta Albashir 

o Mohamed Osman 

o Ali Ganobah 

o Mohamed Ibrahim 

o Sideeg Faisal 
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 On 2 March the NISS arrested human rights activist Nazik Kabalo and ordered 

her to report to their offices the following day. According to Kabalo’s statement, 

she was interrogated about her work as human rights activist and threatened with 

prosecution under the proposed Espionage Act. It is said that the Act will apply to 

all whom are deemed to be working against the interest of the state and could 

apply to activists and journalists that document human rights violations being 

committed by government authorities in Sudan. The head of the National 

Assembly recently indicated that the Act is scheduled for passage shortly. 

 

 On 4 March the NISS of Port Sudan arrested Abdalla Haj Ahmed Tukrawi, a Beja 

activist. He was arrested for filming a gathering of people attending the trial of 

Mr. Mohamed Salih Idris, at Port Sudan Court where he was being tried for 

allegedly threatening the guard of the Governor of Red Sea state. The NISS took 

Tukrawi’s camera and deleted his photos. He was released after few hours when a 

large number of Beja people gathered in front of the NISS offices. 

 On 7 March in Atbara, Sudan the police arrested the following 7 persons for 

participating in a peaceful protest organized by Almanasir students. The protest 

aimed to show solidarity with the Almanasir group that has been protesting 

peacefully for 108 days in Aldamar town in northern Sudan about the building of 

a dam in their community. The group was taken to the police station. Charges 

were filed under Articles 69-77 of the Sudanese Criminal Act before they released 

on bail. 

o Tarig Mohamed Alhassan 

o Zahir ABdlmarouf 

o Mohamed Abdulftah  

o Slah Eldien Osman Mohamed 

o Abdurhman Abdulla 

o Amar Hamza 

o Ayman Ali 

 

 On 10 March the police arrested 25 students for protesting against the University 

of Bahri administration, which is comprised of the former Juba, Upper Nile and 

Bahr el Ghazal universities, for excluding second and third year students from 

receiving their academic certificates from the parent universities. The Vice 

Chancellor of the University of Bahri has announced the suspension of study at 

the University. 

 On 11 March the NISS arrested Yasir Mohamed Amer, a leading member of the 

NCP in Blue Nile. He was believed to be arrested because he published a critical 

statement about the formation of the state government in Blue Nile. Mr. Amer, a 

member of the Shura Council of the NCP in Blue Nile, held a press conference 

criticizing senior leaders of the NCP, President Bashir and Nafie Ali Nafi. 

 On 15 March in Muglad the NISS and police shot and killed Khier Allah Ismael 
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Abker Wadi, the SPLM-N chairperson from Dadab. Mr. Wadi went to Muglad to 

attend a court proceeding relating to the death of his son who was also recently 

shot dead by police. The circumstances of both deaths remain unclear. The NISS 

arrested four individuals for rioting after the death of the father and transferred 

them to Khartoum. The persons arrested are listed below.  

 

o Ismael Lyma    

o Ibrahim Hamid Musa 

o Ibrahim Mariq  

o Musa Wadi 

 

All of the persons arrested are Misserya and are suspected to be SPLM –N 

members. 

 On 15 March Jalila Khamis Koko, a teacher, was arrested by the NISS at her 

home in Khartoum.  Koko’s family inquired at NISS headquarters in Khartoum 

on 15 March and the NISS admitted to holding her in custody, stating that she had 

been arrested for her work as an activist and member of the SPLM-N. 

 On 16 March the NISS in Gezira state arrested a group of teachers who are 

members of the Teachers for Change group. They were arrested due to a letter the 

group submitted to the Governor of Gezira state asking that the government stop 

deductions from their salaries and to pay them on time each month.  The below 

persons were detained.   

 

o Omar Alsanusi  

o Tarig Albehiri 

o Badraldein Abdalla 

o Alhadi Tawor 

 

 The newly created organization, the Sudanese Association for Defending Rights 

and Freedom, sent lawyers to Blue Nile state to visit detainees held in prisons in 

Damazein and Rosirs town on 17 March but they were refused access to detainees 

by the authority in the state and they returned to Khartoum. 

 

 On 18 March in Port Sudan, Red Sea state, the NISS arrested Ali Mirgani Ali, a 

retired teacher and the Chairman of the Retired Committee of Red Sea state. Mr. 

Mirgani was released on 19 March after being interrogated about his relationship 

with the Sudanese Communist Party and Socialists Teachers Association. He was 

not tortured. 

 On 18 March NCP student supporters attacked a public forum organized by 

United Popular Front  (UPF) students who are affiliated with the SPLM-N at Al 

Alahlia University in Omdurman. NISS agents were reportedly involved in the 

attack. They arrested an unknown number of UPF members who were then taken 

to unknown locations. 
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 On 26 March the NISS of Shandi, Sudan arrested Mr. Hamza Eltahir, a student at 

the School of Economy of Shandi University. He was arrested because of his 

activities with the Democratic Front, a Student association that is critical of the 

government. 

Extrajudicial Killings 

 

 On 5 March a mentally disabled woman, Halima Hassan Kafi, was arrested by 4 

NISS members in Dalang, South Kordofan. The following day, Ms. Hassan found 

was found dead, having been stabbed in the stomach. 

 On 5 March Walid Agabna was talking in phone on the street in front of his gate 

when patrolling members of the public order police stopped their car and accused 

him of being drunk and told him to come over to them to be tested. Mr. Agabna 

refused and explained to the officers that he was not drunk. The police began 

beating him. When the family heard the shouting they ran out of the house and 

began quarreling with police to stop the beating. 

The 5 police officers led by a lieutenant named Mohamed left and returned 

shortly after with a huge number of public order police. They shot at the crowd of 

young men in front of the house. A police commander shot Awadia Agabna, 

Walid’s sister, in her head and chest and shot her mother in her right hand. The 

police beat and tortured Walid in front of the crowd. Walid was taken to the 

hospital for treatment. Awadia died from the gunshots. She was 34 years old. 

 

The incident sparked protests the following day in Al-Deim and some parts of Al-

Sahafah area where angry demonstrators attacked public order police stations. 

Police forces used teargas and batons to break up the demonstrations. 

 

On 6 March the police head released a statement claiming that their forces were 

“assaulted” by members of the victim’s family who tried to seize the police 

officers’ weapons, which prompted the commander of the force to “fire three 

shots in the air. The statement declared that a committee would be formed to 

investigate the incident. 

 

Strict orders were given by the NISS to the local newspapers not to publish any 

news of this incident. 

 

 On 15 March the NISS killed Mr. Khir-Alla Ismail in Muglad, South Kordofan 

Mr. Ismail belongs to the Misserya tribe and is a member of SPLM-N. The NISS 

tried to arrest him and when he refused to go with them, they beat him and took 

him to the security office. They subsequently called his family to pick up his dead 

body. Ismail had been shot to death with 6 bullets. 

 On 27 and 28 March, 5 people died in North Darfur state following two clashes, 

the first involved local police, NISS commander, and UN troops and a subsequent 

clash between demonstrators and UNAMID.  The incident began 150 meters 
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away from a UNAMID base and IDP camp.  The details are below. 

On 27 March a local government delegation that included the local police 

commissioner and NISS director arrived in the Al Salam neighborhood in east 

Kabkabiya where a number of IDPs have settled.  The local commissioner 

ordered his delegation to start reorganizing and restructuring the area. The IDPs 

were ordered to leave the area.  They refused, claiming that they would lose their 

homes if they left.  The commissioner then ordered the police to shoot anyone 

who refused his orders.  Two women were shot and killed and a third woman was 

found dead in her from the shooting.  The local community blames the police for 

the killing. 

 

On 28 March the community organized a demonstration of approximately 2000 

persons at the UNAMID site demanding that those responsible for the killings be 

handed over and demanding better protection from UNAMID. A group of 

demonstrators attempted to enter the site and started stoning the UNAMID 

officers. The UNAMID forces opened fire on the group and two additional people 

were killed.  Six people were injured. The following people were among those 

killed in the two incidents. 

 

o Musa Husain Yahya, died at the UNAMID camp 

o Abdu ElRasol Salih Yosif Ahmed, died at the UNAMID camp 

o Khadiga Ibrahim Adam, died in Al Salam 

o Kaltoum Adam abdu El Kaream, died in Al Salam 

o Ishag Ali, found with a gunshot wound in her home in Al Salam 

 

The following people were injured during the two incidents. 

 

o Haroun Mohmed 

o Khadeaga  Abdallah Ahmed 

o Mohmed Yahiya Abdallah 

o Mohmed Khamis  Taha 

o Osman Abdu El Gadir Osman 

o Mohmed Salih Adam Shareef 

Updates on Previously Reported Cases 

 

 Ibrahim Ali Majzoub Khalid, a member of Democratic Unionist Party, was 

arrested by NISS in River Nile state in early January after he gave a public talk (in 

solidarity with Al Manseer) at the University of River Nile in Atbara city. Khalid 

was taken to a hospital in Khartoum feeling very sick and underwent an appendix 

operation a week ago while still in detention. In a press statement on 16 February, 

his family said they hold NISS responsible for any further deterioration in his 

health. His family was only notified that he was in the NISS controlled Amal 

hospital on 15 February. His mother stated that she was not able to recognize her 

son when she saw him as he lost a lot of weight and looked extremely sick. She 

asked the NISS to let her stay with him in the hospital they refused. She was only 
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allowed to visit him for less than 15 minutes and NISS agents were present during 

the visit. No charge has been brought against Khalid. 

 

 A University of Khartoum student and member of the New Democratic Party  Taj 

Al Sir Jaffar, was arrested on 30 December 2011, following the University 

protests. Jaffar began a hunger strike on 11 February and his family protested in 

front of NISS office in Khartoum on 18 February, demanding his immediate 

unconditional release from prison. Jaffar was released on 23 February. 

 

 On 22 March the Port Sudan criminal court dropped the charges against the 

student Faris Abdulhai on the ground of his involvement in public distribution of 

the press release issued by Sudanese Communist Party on the anniversary of the 

21st Oct 1964 revolution of Sudan. 

 

 Bushra Gamar Hussein Rahma remains in detention since 25 June 2011. After 

being initially released by the Attorney General on 21 July due to insufficient 

evidence, the NISS immediately rearrested him and kept him in detention until 19 

December when he was transferred to Kober prison. On 22 January Gamar was 

transferred from Kober prison into the custody of the Attorney General, 

potentially a sign of a pending release. His lawyers indicated that following their 

appeal to the Attorney General, he decided to release him on 15 March but the 

decision was cancelled by phone. His lawyers stated that they will ask the 

Attorney General that the case to be taken to the court. 

 

 

 


